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FEDERAL APPEALS COURT HEARS CASES AT UM-MISSOULA
M ISSOULAThe U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals will hear four cases Thursday, May 21, at The University
of Montana-Missoula School of Law.
A three-judge panel of the San Francisco-based federal appeals court will hear oral arguments
beginning at 1:30 p.m. in the Castles Center in the basement of the Law Building. The public is invited
to attend the hearings.
The panel comprises judges Harry Pregerson and A. Wallace Tashima of Los Angeles and
Sidney R. Thomas of Billings. Thomas is a graduate of UM ’s law school and practiced law with the
Moulton, Bellingham, Longo and Mather firm in Billings before his appointment to the second highest
court in the nation in 1996. Pregerson was appointed to the court in 1979, while Tashima was
appointed in 1996.
Meanwhile, all three judges will sit on the platform during the law school’s hooding ceremony
on Saturday, May 23. The ceremony for the UM law class of 1998 is set for 10 a.m. in the University
Theatre.
Two criminal and two civil cases will be heard by the panel at UM on Thursday afternoon.
In USA v. Kayser, defendant Kayser appeals his conviction for violation of his special use
permit to conduct a guide school and guided fishing party on national forest lands. In USA v. Fultz, the
defendant appeals his conviction for possession of an unregistered firearm and alleges a nonconsensual search.
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In the civil case o f Helgeson v. Bureau o f Indian Affairs, the Helgeson family appeals the
dismissal of their action against the BIA for its denial o f direct loans to the tribal family for a proposed
ranch operation. LaCasse v. Babcock & Wilcox Inc. is an appeal from the summary judgment
dismissing the estate’s diversity negligence action that arose out o f a boiler accident that killed Larry
LaCasse. The case involves the Montana construction statute o f repose.
The 9th Circuit Court o f Appeals serves Alaska, Arizona, California, Hawaii, Idaho, Montana,
Nevada, Oregon, Washington and Guam. The circuit’s judges typically hear oral arguments each
month in Seattle, Portland, San Francisco and Pasadena. Hearings are held in other locations by special
arrangement. The 28-judge court hears all cases in panels o f three judges. Attorneys for each side in a
case are permitted 10 to 20 minutes to present their positions to the panel.
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The University of Montana
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May 18, 1998
Dear Reporters, Editors and News Directors:
University Relations was informed today that the U.S. 9th Circuit Court of Appeals allows no
filming, recording or photographing of its proceedings. This is policy in the federal court system,
and it is strictly adhered to.
The judges may make themselves available for such purposes outside the courtroom. I know they
have done this for media in other cities.
Sincerely,

Rita Munzenrider
Assistant Director
University Relations
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